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Matt told me that I had to write a good-
bye column for the final issue of the Trav-
esty this year, since I’m graduating and 
stuff. But here’s the kicker: you can’t make 
me leave.

I’m serious—I’m bigger and stronger 
than you. You’re going to have to throw 

reason out of the window when you try 
to convince me to unlock the door to 
the Travesty office where I’ve barricaded 
myself in for the past 3 weeks while living 
on expired Capri Sun and leftover cookie 
cake as I reminisce over my time as a Trav-
esty staff member. You’ll eventually have 
to call the police who will bring a battering 
ram to break down the door and drag my 
malnourished body outside where they’ll 
give me a prompt beating and prosecute 
me to the fullest extent of the law.

Guys, listen: this doesn’t have to be a big 
deal. Next year, when you have meetings 
and deadline weekends, I’ll just sit quietly 
in the corner in my boxers and stare at all 
of the sexy new female staffers you hire. 
When you laugh at a joke, I’ll laugh twice 
as loud and then cry myself to sleep later 
that night in my cot in the writer’s room. 
I will also feed the pigeon family that lives 
on the data cables outside the office. The 
pigeons will be my new family.

And when you guys have staff parties, 
I can come along, and when you guys go 
out to dinner, I can be there too, and when 
you’re just bored or want to hang out, we 

could totally do something. I know I act-
ed really elitist when I was Managing Edi-
tor last year, but it was just a ruse! Come 
on guys, it was a joke! What’s everyone 
doing later?

I think this is just the beginning. Most 
people stay with the Travesty for at least 
four years, right? I could be the funny old 
guy on staff, who’s always talking about 
things that happened in the 2000s.

PLEASE DON’T MAKE ME 
LEAVE! THIS IS ALL I HAVE! I’M 
GOING TO GRADUATE AND LIVE 
UNDER A BRIDGE, AND NOT EVEN 
A NICE BRIDGE…PROBABLY ONE 
OF THOSE BRIDGES THAT HAS 
TRASH AND DEAD BODIES UN-
DER IT, LIKE IN THE MOVIES!

(Seriously though, it’s been a pleasure 
getting to know everyone who has been 
a part of the Travesty for the past 4 years. 
It’s been an unforgettable time, and I love 
each and every one of you. To the new 
generation of the Travesty: may the SoCo 
flow freely and the Third Eye Blind play 
loudly…)

I’m not leaving…you can’t make me leave

Well this is my last issue on the 
Travesty staff and I have to say it’s been 
a lot of fun. No, that’s not a tear, its just 
some water from a sprinkler. Anyway, 
I’ll always look back on the Travesty 
happily and without getting choked up 
at all.

The Editors—You’re all great and 

talented people who I’m sure will go out 
into the world and impress everyone, 
especially your fathers who never 
supported you as much as they should 
have. Matt and Thej, you guys are really 
funny and easy to work with. It’s been 
a barrel of laughs working with you for 
the last two years. Same goes for you 
Mike, and that road trip last summer 
was fun too—I’m sure nobody saw us 
dig that hole or drop anything in it. Dan, 
you’re Canadian, but you do a good job 
of hiding it. Good luck as managing 
editor next year, I’m sure you’ll exceed 
expectations. Alyssa, good luck next 
year with this colossal waste of time, I’m 
sure you’ll do a great job.

Everybody else—Matty, your photos 
are always top notch and all the private 
detective work you’ve done for me is 
also greatly appreciated. Zak, nuff said. 
To all other writers and AAs, it’s been 
a privilege and a chore getting to know 
you, working with you on features, and 
talking to you at the various dinners and 
parties we Travestites go to.

Thanks for the good times again, and 
remember: never feed a mogwai after 
midnight.

Peace!
Matt Lester 

I’ll never forget taking all these silly pic-
tures and making videos for the Travesty, 
as well as our camping trips and Banquet. 
But what I will actually tell people about 
is the time I got to meet Zac Efron due to 

the press pass I got through this publica-
tion.

Past upper staff Veronica, Ross, 
Chris—Thanks for teaching me the ropes 
of this old satire rag. However, your hair 
does not shimmer like Zac and I’m sorry 
about that for you.

As for Matt-I. (get it? It’s like Matty!)—
We did a lot of really neat things the last 
few years. Although I still have no idea 
what’s going on, I do know that Zac Efron 
thinks of me when he sleeps.

Mr. Kinnaird, it’s been a pleasure cam-
paigning, but you spell Zak with a ‘K’. 
There is only one true way to spell Zac 
and I don’t understand how a man as bril-
liant as you got it wrong.

Travesty staff—Sara Betts, Megan, 
Alyssa, Kyyyle, Aaron, Sarah GREENE 
(I’ll post the rest on facebook)—You are 
beautiful. However, your eyes don’t make 
me melt like when I look at Zac. Well, ex-
cept maybe C.J.

Sam, thank you for arranging the pho-
toshoot with Zac. I got to shake his hand 
after he went to the bathroom. It was still 
damp.

Ladies of the Travesty, make sure those 
boys bring Tiff’s Treats to the sleepovers. 
In response to our questions, Zac is the 
answer to both. Repeatedly.

Julia, Kelly, Becca, Bryant and ev-
eryone else who have been in pictures; 
thanks. But you will never satisfy me like 
Zac will with his Matty-Greene-sized hole 
in his heart.

Mom, Dad, and Nora. Thanks for 
supporting this whole film-making thing 
I’ve decided to pursue. I’d like to believe 
all those hours watching Simpsons with 
you influenced me somehow, positively 
and not negatively, like we all thought it 
would.

Oh, and there’s a special someone in 
my life that I can’t wait for you to meet.

Experience at Travesty leads to lifetime 
fulfillment, meeting Zac Efron
Matty Greene
photo Editor
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Zak Kinnaird saved the print me-
dia industry yesterday.

At approximately 7:30 p.m., Kin-
naird was returning from studying 
for finals when he saw the print me-
dia industry in decline. Without a 
moment to lose he hurriedly rolled 
up his sleeves and got to work.

After a couple phone calls and 

hastily written emails, the ad sales 
began to return to the flailing mar-
ket. At press time, Kinnaird said 
it had something to do with “you 
know, science and other complicated 
things.”

“I’d especially like to thank Sara 
Nienkirk Betts, Veronica Hansen, 
Bradley Jackson, Ross Luippold, Ab-
bie Cheney, Corey Leamon, Matty 
Greene, Matt Ingebretson, and Mi-

chael Prohaska,” said Kinnaird to a 
grateful press, “Also Lauren Finley 
for getting me started with the Trav-
esty in the first place”

President Powers will be awarding 
Kinnaird the University’s highest 
honor as well as inducting him into 
the Eyes of Texas later this month.

Also, God will be paying a person-
al visit to Kinnaird’s home to pay his 
humble respects.

Zak Kinnaird saves print industry
Zak Kinnaird
Publicity Director
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As my last act as Editor-in-Chief of the Texas Travesty, 
I’d like to ask all of you to follow me on twitter

Working as the Editor-in-Chief of the 
Travesty has been one of the most re-
warding and fun experiences of my life. 
Putting out comedy for UT Austin and 
abroad has been a blast, and I owe a good 
deal of gratitude to our loyal readers. That 
being said, as my time as editor is winding 
down, I have one last request of all of you: 
Follow me on twitter.

My handle on twitter is “mattingebret-
son,” and I cannot express how much I 
would just love it if you started following 
me. As I write this, my current follower 
count is 247, but it would be terrific if I 
could get that up to over 300. 

So do me a big favor and get on your 
twitter account and follow me—it will 
only take a second.

If I do say so myself, I’m a pretty fun 
follow. You won’t hear about what I’m 
eating or whether or not I’m working out, 
but rather you’ll get to have a stream of 
esoteric yet witty observations. Here are a 

few examples of my previous tweets:
—Whenever I see tourists touching 

turtles by the pond I like to yell, “Those 
have diseases on them! You’re going to get 
diseases!”

—As you get older you start asking 
yourself the big questions, like, “Have my 
eyebrows always been this big?”

—I think the world would be a better 
place if people just stopped doing all of 
the dumb stuff. Know what I mean?

—Cats and dogs are the only animals 
who are disappointed if they don’t receive 
multiple massages a day

—You go, girl!!! Seriously...go. Nobody 
wants you around no more.

—I’ll bet you can’t even guess how 
much business I’m taking care of right 
now. (answer: 8 business)

And those are just a few gems from 
the last couple weeks! So just follow me.  
Now I’d like to move on to some more 
genuine, sentimental writing directed at 

my colleagues and friends. If you are not a 
colleague or friend, feel free to stop read-
ing, as things are about to get sappy. 

Mike—I think you’re swell, and I 
couldn’t have asked for a better manag-
ing editor. As a perpetually self-doubting 
person, I can’t tell you how reassuring it 
was to have your confidence behind every 
decision we made. Also, I’m deeply in love 
with you and would be honored if you 
would bear my children.

Ross—You were a big asshole to me for 
a while when I joined staff, but struggling 
to get your approval on my headlines at 
the beginning made me a better writer. I 
think you had an incredibly positive influ-
ence on both the Travesty and me, and I 
owe you for pushing me to improve and 
then giving me a shot to take over this 
year.

Thej—This year was better in so many 
ways because you stayed around and lent 
your expertise in a non-intrusive and non-

asshole way. Also, we would be nothing 
without campfire sing-a-longs.

Zak—You are one of my favorite hu-
man beings on this planet. I’m not joking.

Chelsey—You have been a constant 
inspiration to me. Thank you for always 
believing in me.

Alyssa & Dan—I am both relieved and 
excited to have such veteran and talented 
staff members taking over and have com-
plete trust in your ability to run this pub-
lication next year. So don’t fuck up and 
make me look bad.

Staff—I feel extremely privileged to 
have worked with all of you. There are few 
groups on campus with more ability and 
potential than you. However, that’s not re-
ally saying all that much as there are a ton 
of morons at UT.  

That about wraps it up for me. Now, if 
you’ll excuse me, I’ve got unemployment 
benefits to apply for.

Dear, God, what the hell am I still doing here
Thejaswi Maruvada
Contributing EDITOR

I need to reconsider my life choices.


